
 WALKER WERKS1  
            A TALE OF TWO RIVIERAS 

I have always appreciated the styling of the 1965 Buick Riviera, so unlike the over-the-top 

General Motors was using by the end of the previous decade.  Bill Mitchell, chief of GM Design, 

was inspired by a Rolls-Royce he saw in the fog. The Riviera was conceived to compete with the 

four seat Thunderbird. Its body style ran from 1963 to 1965. The early model had the lights in 

the grille but by 1965 the engineers had enough time to design and incorporate the lights in the 

fenders as originally planned.  I think the 1965 front looks much better. 

This kit has been reissued several times and I believe all the custom parts have been in all 

reissues.  The wire wheels are in two parts and are finely molded. I consider them the best in 

any American kit. The stand shown on the side of the box was only included in the first release, 

which appears at the end of this article. The 2018 reissue reproduced the original box art. 

Below is my original box from 1965 and below it the second kit reissued in the mid-nineties. 

 

 
1 Walker Werks – No he doesn’t he is retired. 



 

There were a variety of kit changes over the years.  AMT stopped putting in transparent red 

pieces, so the chrome parts were altered accordingly. As well, my original issue kit does not 

have pedals, yet the reissue does. In the reissued ki,t both the wire wheel and knock-off have 

pins but the wheel should have a hole instead otherwise you need to drill to attach the knock-

off. 

 

 



I built this kit back in the sixties as the cover car.2 The inside of the roof was marked to make it 

easy to cut. As was my wont back then it was taken apart and I used my razor saw. I guess I was 

planning another style roof. Here is what I have left. I also have most of the parts including the 

chrome. 

 

 

I have been planning this build since Tim Boyd’s June 2006 article in the Scale Auto magazine. 

The article is entitled “Chop That Top”. He used a ’65 Riviera as it has narrow, straight A-pillars, 

wide C-pillars and relatively little tumblehome.3 His top chop was about 2½ scale inches and it 

turned out mine was the same. 

 

 
2 It appears even back then I liked cutting models up and saving model parts. 
3 Tumblehome is the amount the roof tapers to a narrower width from the top of the fenders to the roof. 



 

 

 

From top left in a clockwise direction the steps are as follows; 1) Tape the amount you wish to 

chop as extension of window opening 2) Cut parallel to window slope and across the roof and 

remove top of rear window 3) After the cuts. 4) Carefully bend back the ‘A’ pillars and after 

bending the ‘C’ pillars toward the centre glue it all together 5) Sand (lots or a little depending 

how accurate your chopping was). Tim’s article has more detail and his estimate of two hours is 

accurate. 

As you can see from the comparison below for such a small amount of chop the change is 

dramatic. 

.  



Both sets of tires were replaced. The white walls are from an AMT Parts Pack and fit fine. A 

wash was used on the wheel covers. The redlines for the custom version were too narrow so 

the wire wheels were narrowed to fit. 

 

 

The engines were built right out of the box. The kit has both a stock and custom version.  I used 

Fireball Parts for the carburetors as they are so much better detailed than any kit parts I have 

ever seen.  The paint on those is a 50:50 mixture of Testor’s silver and gold.4 

 

  

 
4 The gold must be what helps the silver dry in a reasonable time. It seems like some of that silver hasn’t dried 
since the sixties! 



The interiors are built mostly out of the box. The stock interior has wood grain decals over the 

bare metal foil. It was not easy to trim the thin edges especially when working with the tub 

style interiors from that era. The photo-etch pieces and the floor flocking are from Model Car 

Garage.  The custom differences are minimal and confined to the steering wheel, shift lever and 

instrument panel. The colours are Tamiya Racing White and Testor’s Leather. 

Assembly to the end is fairly straightforward as this kit fits together well. The one-piece chassis, 

wire axles and one-piece glass work quite well. The interior fits through tabs in the front and 

over posts in the back. The windshield, however, did not fit5 so I made the windshield out of 

thin clear plastic and is held in place with double-sided tape and the super glue. The plastic was 

dipped in Pledge floor wax to prevent fogging from the super glue. 

The body colours are both Tamiya decanted and air-brushed. The clear coat is from Mr. Color 

straight from the can. 

 

 

 
5 Probably operator error right back to bending the “A” pillars back. 



 

 

 

 

  



 



 

 

 

 



These old AMT kits really capture the shape and spirit of these and other cars of the sixties. 

Probably because they were still working with the auto manufacturers that the accuracy is so 

good.  Some of their customizing designs were rather poor but this one is quite good. 

Considering how small the roof chop is it is really quite dramatic. 

Thanks for reading and looking. 


